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Message  from  the  Minister 

Albertans  want  a quality  education  system  that  prepares  our  young  people  for  the  twenty-first 
century.  Improved  results  and  more  openness  and  accountability  are  very  important  to  achieving 
that  goal.  Government's  Three  Year  Business  Plan  for  Education,  Meeting  the  Challenge , reflects 
this  understanding. 

I am  pleased  to  provide  this  first  annual  provincial  results  report  on  the  Three  Year  Business  Plan  for 
Education.  The  report  grew  out  of  the  Alberta  Government's  commitment  to  ensure  that  Albertans 
have  the  information  they  need  about  our  public  education  system,  and  its  belief  that  Albertans  have 
the  right  to  know  that  their  education  tax  dollars  are  being  used  to  provide  Alberta's  young  people 
with  quality  programs  that  meet  their  needs. 

Our  goal  is  to  provide  Albertans  with  clear  and  concise  information  on  all  of  the  performance 
measures  in  the  Three  Year  Business  Plan  for  Education.  This  report  shows  the  progress  we  and  our 
education  partners  are  making,  in  each  of  the  nine  goal  areas  of  the  plan,  and  where  we  need  to  work 
harder. 

These  results  will  be  used  by  our  government  to  continue  its  work  with  Albertans.  I ask  each 
Albertan  to  think  about  this  information  and  to  talk  about  it  with  students,  parents,  trustees,  and 
community  members.  Ask  how  your  own  school  and  school  system  are  doing  in  these  priority 
areas  and  what  actions  can  be  taken  in  your  community,  with  your  schools  and  your  board,  to 
continue  improving  education  for  your  students.  Using  this  information  for  the  benefit  of  all  students 
will  meet  the  challenge  of  providing  the  best  possible  education  within  an  effective,  efficient  and 
accountable  education  system. 


Yours  sincerely, 


Halvar  C.  Jonson 
Minister  of  Education 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
University  of  Alberta  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/resultsreportont1995albe 


Introduction 


This  report  is  an  accounting  to  Albertans  about  the  results  achieved  in  the  first  year  of  the 
government's  business  plan  for  education.  Government  is  committed  to  telling  Albertans,  clearly 
and  simply,  how  well  we  and  our  education  partners  are  doing  and  what  we  plan  for  the  future. 

The  report  is  organized  around  the  nine  goals  in  the  Three  Year  Business  Plan  (displayed  in  the  top 
banners  across  each  set  of  pages)  and  the  performance  measures  related  to  these  goals.  It  provides 
Albertans  with  the  most  recent  data  for  each  of  these  measures  and  background  information  on  how 
data  are  collected.  It  explains  key  words,  and  points  out  recent  changes  affecting  the  measures. 

Each  goal  section  concludes  with  a summary  highlighting  high  performance  areas  and  areas  needing 
improvement.  The  Appendices  provide  data  sources  and  notes  on  the  survey  methods  and  selected 
measures. 

The  Three-Year  Business  Plan  for  Education  identifies  one  or  more  desired  results  for  each  goal. 
Assessing  the  progress  made  toward  achieving  the  goals  is  accomplished  by  measuring  the 
achievement  of  the  desired  results.  A review  of  the  information  available  for  each  goal  shows  that  a 
lot  of  progress  has  been  made  toward  achieving  some  results  while  more  intermediate  gains  have 
been  made  for  other  results. 

Greatest  Achievement  of  Results 

Goal  1 Alberta  students  perform  favorably  compared  to  students  outside  the  province. 

Goal  4 Teachers  have  the  authority  to  choose  appropriate  teaching  strategies  to  help  improve 
their  students'  learning. 

Goal  7 Department  is  reduced  and  focuses  directly  on  the  business  plan  for  education  and  the 
mission,  mandate  and  core  functions  of  the  department. 

Goal  8 The  cost  of  delivering  education  meets  government  target. 


Intermediate  Achievement  of  Results 

Goal  1 Alberta's  learning  standards  meet  the  expectations  of  Albertans. 

Goal  1 Students  achieve  the  standards  in  the  provincial  curriculum. 

Goal  1 Students  receive  the  education  they  need  to  prepare  them  for  entry  into  the  workplace 
and  post-secondary  studies. 

Goal  2 Parents  have  opportunities  to  choose  schools  and  programs  for  their  children  within  the 
public  education  system. 

Goal  2 Business  and  the  community  have  a meaningful  role  in  education. 

Goal  3 Students  with  special  needs  have  access  to  the  services  they  require. 

Goal  4 Teachers  have  the  skills  and  knowledge  required  to  help  students  learn. 

Goal  5 School  jurisdictions  and  schools  are  efficient  in  their  use  of  available  resources. 
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Goal  5 School  jurisdictions  and  schools  are  effective  in  providing  all  students  with  opportunities 
for  success. 

Goal  6 All  students  have  equitable  educational  opportunities. 

Goal  7 Department  productivity  is  increased. 

Goal  9 Albertans  have  timely  and  meaningful  information  about  student  achievement,  and  the 
performance  and  cost  of  education  at  the  provincial,  school  jurisdiction  and  school 
ievels. 

The  measures  used  to  assess  the  progress  made  in  achieving  many  of  the  desired  results  also 
indicate  where  more  work  is  needed.  These  areas  for  improvement  will  be  addressed  in  the  next 
Three-Year  Business  Plan  for  Education,  including  two  of  the  22  core  government  measures  that  are 
the  responsibility  of  Alberta  Education  (see  Goal  1 ). 

Core  Government  Measures 

♦ School  completion  rate. 

♦ Literacy  and  numeracy. 

Three-Year  Business  Plan  Improvement  Areas 

Goal  One 

♦ School  completion  rates  need  to  increase  from  70%  in  1993/94  to  75%  in  1997. 

♦ Based  on  interprovincial  test  results,  mathematics  problem  solving  needs  to  improve. 

♦ Satisfaction  with  the  graduation  requirements  for  high  school  students  range  from  54%  to 
77%  across  the  groups  surveyed. 

♦ Students  are  learning  what  they  need  to  know  according  to  79%  of  parents  and  57%  of  the 
public  surveyed. 

♦ Learning  expectations  for  students  are  about  right  according  to  53%  of  parents  and  41%  of 
the  public  surveyed. 

Goal  Two 

♦ Satisfaction  with  the  opportunity  to  be  involved  in  school  board  decision  making  ranges  from 
52%  to  57%  for  the  groups  surveyed. 

Goal  Three 

♦ The  accessibility  and  efficiency  of  the  services  provided  to  children  with  severe  special 
needs  were  rated  as  satisfactory  by  58%  of  the  parents  surveyed. 
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Goal  Four 


♦ Survey  results  show  that  68%  of  principals  agreed  that  teachers  currently  graduating  from 
university  are  well  prepared  to  meet  students'  needs. 

Goal  Five 

♦ Survey  results  show  73%  of  students  are  satisfied  with  their  opportunities  for  involvement 
in  decisions  that  affect  student  life  in  their  school. 

♦ Survey  results  show  70%  of  parents  and  67%  of  the  public  are  satisfied  with  the  way  their 
local  school  system  is  run. 

Goal  Six 

♦ Use  of  technology  and  distance  education  needs  to  expand  to  meet  better  the  needs  of 
students  throughout  the  province. 

Goal  Seven 

♦ Additional  reductions  in  department  staff  and  increased  efficiencies  are  targeted. 

Goal  Eight 

♦ Survey  results  indicate  73%  of  parents  and  51%  of  the  public  are  satisfied  with  the  value 
for  money  spent  in  the  local  school. 

Goal  Nine 

♦ Seventy-nine  percent  of  parents  surveyed  are  satisfied  with  their  access  to  school 
information  about  overall  student  achievement  and  75%  are  satisfied  with  the  quality  of 
information. 

♦ Survey  results  indicate  that  about  40%  of  parents  and  the  public  are  satisfied  with 
information  about  how  money  is  spent  at  the  school  board  level;  at  the  school  level  the 
percentages  range  in  the  sixties  for  parents  and  the  forties  for  the  public. 

All  Albertans  share  responsibility  to  assess  and  use  results  information  to  make  continuous 
improvements  to  education.  Annual  revision  of  the  Three  Year  Business  Plan  for  Education  and  the 
development  of  school  board  plans  aligned  with  key  provincial  directions  will  provide  the  opportunity 
to  address  key  areas  of  improvement. 
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Focus  education  on  what  students  need  to  learn;  ensure  that  high 
standards  are  established,  communicated  and  achieved. 


Learning  Standards 


Progress  toward  Goal  One  is  measurable  by 
asking  Albertans  if  they  are  satisfied  that 
education  is  focused  on  what  students  need  to 
learn  and  if  high  learning  standards  have  been 
established.  Asking  Albertans  these  questions 
through  a public  survey  provides  a measure 
of  the  progress  made  toward  the  desired 
result  of  having  Alberta's  learning  standards 
meet  or  exceed  the  expectations  of  Albertans. 

Parents  and  the  public  were  asked,  "Thinking 
about  what  is  being  taught  in  your  child's 
school  (or,  for  the  public,  "in  school"),  would 
you  strongly  agree,  agree,  disagree  or 
strongly  disagree  that  students  are  learning 


what  they  need  to  know?"  The  two 
agreement  choices  were  combined  for 
Display  1 . 

A second  question  asked  was,  "Overall,  do 
you  feel  the  learning  expectations  of  students 
are  too  high,  about  right  or  too  low?" 

(Display  2). 

As  well,  parents  were  asked,  "Overall,  how 
satisfied  are  you  with  the  quality  of  education 
that  your  child  is  receiving  in  his  or  her 
school?"  (Display  3).  (See  Appendix  B 
regarding  1992  and  1 994  surveys.) 


4 GOAL  i... 


...  Goal  4... 


■j  Percentage  of  Parents  and  Public  Who  Agree  that 
• • Students  Are  Learning  What  They  Need  to  Know 


1995 

Parents 

Public 

79% 

57% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Attain  a higher  percentage  of 
agreement. 


Too  High  About  Right  Too  Low  No  Response 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Attain  a higher  rating  for 
"About  Right". 


Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 

Note:  Percentages  do  not  total  100  due  to  rounding. 


3 Percentage  of  Parents  Who  Are  Satisfied  with  the 
• Quality  of  Education  Their  Child  Is  Receiving  in 
School 


1995 

Kindergarten/ECS  Parents 

88% 

Elementary  Parents 

90% 

Junior  High  Parents 

88% 

Senior  High  Parents 

86% 

All  Parents 

88% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Target  1997: 

Maintain  these  high  levels 
of  satisfaction. 


Goal  6... 


Goal  7... 


Goal  8... 


Goal  9... 
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Focus  education  on  what  students  need  to  learn;  ensure  that  high 
standards  are  established,  communicated  and  achieved. 


High  School  Completion 


High  school  completion  shows  that  students 
have  achieved  the  standards  in  the  provincial 
curriculum.  High  school  completion  is  achieved 
by  all  students  who  successfully  complete  a 
recognized  diploma  or  certificate  program,  or 
who -qualify  for  and  enter  a post-secondary 
program  directly  from  high  school  (i.e.,  the 
following  school  term)  without  completing  a 
diploma  or  certificate  program.  While  the 
majority  of  students  complete  high  school  "on 
time"  (i.e.,  complete  one  full  grade  each  school 
year),  others  complete  after  an  additional  year 
or  two  of  schooling. 


Display  4 shows  the  percentage  of  Alberta 
students  who  successfully  complete  high 
school  within  six  years  of  entering  grade  9 
(grades  9, 1 0,  11,  12,  plus  two  extra  years). 
This  time-frame  accommodates  students  who 
take  an  extra  year  or  two  to  complete  high 
school. 

Display  5 shows,  for  students  entering  grade 
9 in  1988/89,  the  percentage  who 
successfully  completed  high  school  within 
four  years,  within  five  years,  and  within  six 
years. 


Goal  5... 
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Rate  of  High  School  Completion 


1991/92 

1992/93 

1993/94 

Improvement  Target 
1997 

68% 

69% 

70% 

75% 

Source:  Alberta  Education,  Policy  and  Planning  Branch 


5. 


Percentage  of  Alberta  Students  Entering  Grade  9 in 
1988/89  who  Completed  High  School  within  6 Years 


100%-,- 


70% 


Completed  in:  1991/92  1992/93  1993/94  Total  Completed 

(4  Years)  (5  Years)  (6  Years)  in  6 Years 


Source:  Alberta  Education,  Policy  and  Planning  Branch 


Goal  7... 


Goal  9... 
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Focus  education  on  what  students  need  to  learn;  ensure  that  high 
standards  are  established,  communicated  and  achieved. 


i 


Preparation  for  the  Workplace  or  Post-Secondary  Education 


Focusing  education  on  what  students  need  to 
learn  means  that  students  are  prepared  for 
their  future.  One  of  the  results  to  which 
government  is  committed  is  that  students 
receive  the  education  they  need  to  prepare 
them  for  entry  into  the  workplace  and  post- 
secondary studies.  Perceptions  of  whether  this 
preparation  is  adequate  can  be  checked  by 
asking  both  those  directly  involved  in  schooling 
and  those  who  receive  the  graduates  of  the 
education  system. 

The  public,  principals,  teachers,  employers  and 
post-secondary  instructors  were  asked,  "How 
satisfied  are  you  with  graduation  requirements 
for  high  school  students  in  Alberta?"  They  had 


four  options  for  responding  to  show  how 
satisfied  or  dissatisfied  they  were  (Display  6). 

A second  set  of  questions  (Display  7)  asked 
parents,  the  public,  students,  post-secondary 
instructors  and  employers  the  extent  to 
which  they  agree  that  "high  school  graduates 
in  Alberta  are  being  taught  the  knowledge, 
skills  and  attitudes  for  entry  into  post- 
secondary education  and  training,  or,  to 
enter  into  the  workplace."  Four  options  were 
provided  for  showing  the  strength  of  their 
agreement  or  disagreement  with  the 
statement.  (See  Appendix  B regarding  1992 
and  1994  surveys.) 


GOAL  1...  Goal  2...  Goal  3...  Goal  4...  Goal 


page  8 


6 Percentage  of  Albertans  Who  Are  Satisfied  with  the 
• Graduation  Requirements  for  High  School  Students  in 
Alberta 


1995 

Principals 

77% 

wwiif  mm  NS  i Hi  - * 

Teachers 

70% 

Employers 

65% 

Post-Secondary  Instructors 

58% 

Public 

54% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Attain  higher  levels  of 
satisfaction. 


Percentage  of  Albertans  Who  Agree  That  High 
• School  Graduates  Are  Prepared  for  the  Workplace 
or  Post-Secondary  Education 


1995 

Prepared  for  the  Workplace 

High  School  Students 

80% 

Parents  (of  K- 1 2 students) 

40% 

Public 

40% 

Post-Secondary  Instructors 

35% 

Employers 

35% 

Prepared  for  Post-Secondary  Education 

High  School  Students 

87% 

Employers 

70% 

Parents  (of  K-12  students) 

65% 

Public 

60% 

Post-Secondary  Instructors 

53% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


These  results  indicate  more 
study  is  needed  to 
understand  the  divergent 
points  of  view. 


,y?>- 


Goal  6... 


Goal  8... 


Goal  9... 
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Focus  education  on  what  students  need  to  learn;  ensure  that  high 
standards  are  established,  communicated  and  achieved. 


Provincial  Achievement  Test  Results 


Provincial  achievement  tests  for  grades  3,  6, 
and  9 provide  information  on  how  well  students 
are  meeting  provincial  standards  in  the  core 
academic  subjects.  The  tests  provide  a 
measure  of  the  success  with  which  students 
are  achieving  the  key  learnings  expected  at  the 
end  of  grades  3,  6,  and  9. 

Percentages  are  based  on  the  total  number  of 
students  in  each  grade  for  1993/94.  The 
figures  for  1991  to  1993  included  estimates 
for  the  number  of  students  in  French  Immersion 
programs,  the  Francophone  Program  and  for 
those  who  were  absent  who  likely  would  have 
achieved  the  standard. 

There  are  two  provincial  assessment 
standards:  the  acceptable  standard  and  the 
standard  of  excellence.  These  are  the  scores 
thar  students  must  achieve  for  their  test 
performance  to  be  judged  "acceptable"  or 
"excellent".  These  scores  indicate  that  students 


have  achieved  specific  learnings  that  are 
expected  in  a particular  grade.  Teachers 
and  other  educators  as  well  as  members  of 
the  public  participate  in  a standard-setting 
process  to  define  the  score  on  each 
achievement  test  that  is  required  to  meet 
the  standard. 

The  achievement  standard  is  the  percentage 
of  students  that  should  achieve  the 
provincial  assessment  standards  — 1 5% 
for  the  standard  of  excellence  and  85%  for 
the  acceptable  standard. 

Beginning  in  1995,  students  will  write 
provincial  achievement  tests  annually  in  the 
subjects  indicated  in  Display  8.  In  the  past, 
students  in  each  grade  wrote  one  test  each 
year  — in  language  arts,  mathematics, 
science  or  social  studies.  The  subjects 
were  rotated  on  a four  year  basis  in  each 
grade. 
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8 Percentage  of  Students  in  Grades  3/  6 and  9 Who  Achieved  the 
• Standards  on  Provincial  Achievement  Tests 


Subject 

Assessment 

June '91 

June '92 

June  '93 

June  #94 

Achievement 

Standard 

Standard 

Grade  3 

Language  Arts 

excellence 

13% 

15% 

acceptable 

. \ 

76% 

85% 

Mathematics 

excellence 

23% 

15% 

acceptable 

86% 

85% 

Grade  6 

Language  Arts 

excellence 

iiiii  m u 1 iiiiiii 

9% 

15% 

acceptable 

70% 

85% 

Mathematics 

excellence 

20% 

15% 

acceptable 

74% 

85% 

Science 

excellence 

acceptable 

19% 

84% 

15% 

85% 

Social  Studies 

excellence 

8% 

15% 

acceptable 

78% 

85% 

Grade  9 

Language  Arts 

excellence 

. 

11% 

15% 

acceptable 

75% 

85% 

Mathematics 

excellence 

8% 

15% 

acceptable 

62% 

85% 

Science 

excellence 

16% 

15% 

Vt v r~." 

acceptable 

; : '■ 

||i|l||||Hj 

74% 

||l|J|lj|l| 

85% 

Social  Studies 

excellence 

8% 

15% 

acceptable 

75% 

85% 

Source:  Alberta  Education,  Student  Evaluation 

Note:  The  percentage  of  students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  includes  the  students  achieving  the 

standard  of  excellence. 


Goal  6... 


Goaf  7... 
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Focus  education  on  what  students  need  to  learn;  ensure  that  high 
standards  are  established,  communicated  and  achieved. 


Diploma  Examination  Results 


Results  on  diploma  examinations  show  the 
extent  to  which  Alberta  students  receive  the 
education  they  need  to  prepare  them  for  entry 
into  the  workplace  and  post-secondary  studies. 
These  examinations  measure  how  well  students 
are  meeting  provincial  standards  as  outlined  in 
the  Programs  of  Studies. 

The  two  provincial  assessment  standards  are 
the  acceptable  standard  and  the  standard  of 
excellence.  The  acceptable  standard  in  a 
diploma  exam  course  is  a mark  of  50 % or 
higher  and  indicates  that  the  student  has 
achieved  the  basic  learnings  required  for 
passing  the  course.  The  standard  of  excellence 
is  a mark  of  80%  or  higher  and  indicates  that 
the  student  has  achieved  additional  learnings  or 
a greater  degree  of  competency  in  specific 
areas  of  the  course. 

The  achievement  standard  is  the  percentage  of 
students  that  should  achieve  the  provincial 
assessment  standards  — 15%  for  the  standard 
of  excellence  and  85%  for  the  acceptable 
standard. 

Because  students  can  choose  different  courses 
to  complete  their  high  school  diploma,  only  part 
of  the  grade  1 2 class  writes  each  diploma 
examination. 


The  proportion  of  grade  1 2 students 
completing  diploma  examination  courses  in 
1993/94  was  as  follows: 


English  30 

56% 

English  33 

26% 

Social  Studies  30 

53% 

Mathematics  30 

44% 

Biology  30 

44% 

Chemistry  30 

36% 

Physics  30 

20% 

(See  Appendix  B.) 

These  proportions  vary  from  year  to  year 
and  from  school  to  school  depending  on 
course  enrollments  and  student  success  in 
achieving  course  requirements. 

Students  in  Mathematics  33  and  Social 
Studies  33  will  write  diploma  examinations 
for  the  first  time  in  January  1996.  Students 
in  Science  30,  a new  science  course,  will 
write  a diploma  examination  in  January  1996. 


Goal  3...  Goal  4...  Goal  5... 
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9 Percentage  of  Students  Writing  Grade  12  Diploma  Examinations  Who 
• Achieved  the  Standards 


Subject 

Assessment 

Standard 

1991/92 

1992/93 

1993/94 

Achievement 

Standard 

English  30 

excellence 

1 1% 

10% 

10% 

15% 

acceptable 

89% 

88% 

CO 

N 

85% 

English  33 

excellence 

6% 

6% 

5% 

15% 

acceptable 

87% 

86% 

85% 

85% 

Social  Studies  30 

excellence 

14% 

13% 

15% 

15% 

acceptable 

81% 

80% 

84% 

85% 

Mathematics  30 

excellence 

16% 

18% 

17% 

15% 

acceptable 

73% 

76% 

75% 

85% 

Biology  30 

excellence 

21% 

22% 

23% 

15% 

acceptable 

76% 

82% 

81% 

85% 

: 

Chemistry  30 

excellence 

23% 

21% 

23% 

15% 

acceptable 

83% 

82% 

80% 

85% 

Physics  30 

excellence 

23% 

27% 

32% 

15% 

acceptable 

81% 

82% 

85% 

85% 

Source:  Alberta  Education,  Student  Evaluation  Branch 

Note:  The  percentage  of  students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  includes  the  students  achieving  the 

standard  of  excellence. 

January,  June  and  August  results  are  included  for  each  school  year. 
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Focus  education  on  what  students  need  to  learn;  ensure  that  high 
standards  are  established,  communicated  and  achieved. 


Literacy  Rates  and  Interprovincial  Comparisons 


Performance  on  national  tests  is  one  way  of 
showing  progress  towards  the  goal  to  ensure 
that  high  standards  are  established, 
communicated  and  achieved.  It  also  is  a direct 
measure  of  the  desired  result  of  having  Alberta 
students  perform  favorably  compared  to 
students  outside  the  province.  Alberta 
Education  considers  performance  on  the 
Council  of  Ministers  of  Education,  Canada's 
(CMEC)  measures  of  reading,  writing  and 
mathematics  as  literacy  and  numeracy 
measures  for  Alberta  students.  The 
performance  of  Alberta  students  on  provincial 


achievement  tests  and  diploma  examinations 
also  are  measures  of  literacy  and  numeracy. 

Samples  of  Alberta  students  participated  in 
national  assessments  (CMEC)  of 
mathematics  content  and  problem  solving  in 
1993  and  reading  and  writing  in  1994. 
Preliminary  standards  were  established  for 
each  age  group;  results  for  Alberta  and  for 
Canada  are  reported  in  terms  of  the 
percentage  of  students  at  each  age 
performing  at  or  above  the  standards.  (See 
Appendix  B.) 


Summary  for  Goal  One 

High  Performance  Areas 

♦ From  75%  to  87%  of  students  writing 
grade  1 2 Diploma  Examinations  achieved  at 
or  beyond  the  acceptable  standard  in 

1 993/94. 

♦ The  proportion  of  Alberta  students  meeting 
the  standards  in  Canada-wide  tests  of 
reading,  writing  and  mathematics  is  as  high 
as,  or  in  some  cases  higher  than,  that  of 
students  in  the  rest  of  Canada. 

♦ Eighty-eight  percent  of  parents  surveyed 
are  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  education 
their  children  are  receiving. 


Improvement  Areas 

♦ School  completion  rates  need  to  increase 
from  70%  in  1993/94  to  75%  in  1997. 

♦ Satisfaction  with  the  graduation 
requirements  for  high  school  students 
range  from  54%  to  77%  across  the 
groups  surveyed. 

♦ Students  are  learning  what  they  need  to 
know  according  to  79%  of  parents  and 
57%  of  the  public  surveyed. 

♦ Learning  expectations  for  students  are 
about  right  according  to  53%  of  parents 
and  41%  of  the  public  surveyed. 

♦ Based  on  interprovincial  test  results, 
mathematics  problem  solving  needs  to 
improve. 

(See  Appendix  A for  confidence 
intervals  on  survey  results.) 
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10. 


Alberta  Students  Age  1 3 Performing  At  or  Above  the  Level  2 
Standard*  Compared  to  Canadian  Results 


100%T 


50% 


lAlberta  13  Year  Olds  ^Canada  13  Year  Olds 
94%  93% 

67%  CAOA 


Reading 


Writing 


Mathematics  Mathematics 

Content  Problem  Solving 


11. 


Alberta  Students  Age  16  Performing  At  or  Above  the  Level  3 
Standard*  Compared  to  Canadian  Results 


■ Alberta  16  Year  Olds  BCanada  16  Year  Olds 


Reading  Writing  Mathematics  Mathematics 

Content  Problem  Solving 


Source:  Council  of  Ministers  of  Education,  Canada,  1993  and  1994 

Notes:  * Percent  meeting  or  exceeding  standards  (based  on  a five-level  model,  Level  2 is  the  age  1 3 standard 
and  Level  3 is  the  age  16  standard). 

Reading  and  writing  results  are  based  on  English  language  comparisons  only. 


Goal  6... 


7... 
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Provide  parents  with  greater  opportunity  to  select  schools  and  programs  of 
their  choice  and  enable  greater  parent/community  involvement  in  education. 


Involvement  in  Decision  Making  and  Support  for  Parent  Choice 


One  way  for  parents  and  other  community 
members  to  be  involved  in  education  is  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  participate  in  making 
decisions  about  education.  Involvement  of 
people  who  are  interested  and/or  people  who 
have  expertise  helps  to  increase  their 
satisfaction  with  the  opportunity  they  have  to 
influence  the  way  schools  are  organized  and 
operated  and  the  education  students  receive. 

Parents,  members  of  the  public,  teachers  and 
employers  were  asked  how  satisfied  they  were 
with  "the  opportunity  to  be  involved  in 
decisions  at  schools  in  your  community  and  in 
decisions  at  your  local  school  board"  in  the 
Environics  West  1995  survey  (Display  12). 

During  the  1994/95  school  year,  many  people 
participated  in  decision  making  activities  at  their 
local  school  and  school  district.  Parents  and  the 


public  were  asked  the  extent  to  which  they 
were  involved  in  decision  making  at  two  levels 
of  the  education  system  (see  Display  1 3). 

A number  of  steps  have  been  taken  to 
ensure  that  parents  have  opportunities  to 
choose  schools  and  programs  for  their 
children  within  the  public  education  system. 
Beginning  September  1995/96,  students  are 
eligible  to  attend  any  school  they  wish  as 
long  as  the  school  has  met  the  enrollment 
needs  of  local  students.  In  support  of  this 
change,  school  boards  are  funded  according 
to  the  number  of  students  enrolled  in  their 
schools  rather  than  the  number  of  students 
living  in  their  attendance  area.  As  well, 
parents  have  the  opportunity  to  enrol  their 
children  in  charter  schools,  private  schools, 
alternative  schools  or  home  schooling. 
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GOAL  2... 


Goal  4...  Goal  5., 


Percentage  of  Albertans  Who  Are  Satisfied  with 
• the  Opportunity  to  be  Involved  in  Decisions 
Affecting  Education 


1995 

At  Schools  in  Their  Community 

n 

rarents 

78  /o 

Public 

62% 

Teachers 

85% 

Employers 

69% 

At  Their  Local  School  Board 

Parents 

57% 

Public 

52% 

Teachers 

55% 

Employers 

52% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Increase  opportunities  for 
involvement  in  education 
decision  making. 


Percentage  of  Parents  and  Public  Involved  to 
• Varying  Degrees  in  Decision  Making 


A Lot 

Some 

Very 

Little 

Not  at 
all 

Parents 

School  Level 

15% 

30% 

31% 

24% 

School  Board  Level 

4% 

17% 

31% 

47% 

Public 

School  Level 

6% 

17% 

23% 

54% 

School  Board  Level 

3% 

10% 

21% 

66% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1 995 
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2 Provide  parents  with  greater  opportunity  to  select  schools  and  programs  of 
their  choice  and  enable  greater  parent/community  involvement  in  education. 


Involvement  in  Provincial  Decision  Making 


There  are  a number  of  ways  in  which  people 
are  involved  in  providing  input  to  the  decision 
making  processes  at  the  provincial  level. 
Consultations  about  a particular  topic  through 
focus  groups  or  written  submissions  and 
meetings  enable  government  to  hear  from 
many  Albertans.  Advisory  committees  are 
formed  when  ongoing  advice  is  needed. 
Working  groups  are  created  to  develop  a 
particular  product. 


Display  14  shows  the  approximate  number  of 
Albertans  involved  in  these  decision  making 
processes  at  the  provincial  level  in 
1994/95.  These  are  not  necessarily  the 
same  people  who  participated  in  the 
Environics  West  Satisfaction  Survey. 


Go 


4 
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...  Goal  5... 


Involvement  in  Alberta  Education  Decision  Making,  1994/95 


14. 


Participants 

Special  Focus 
Consultations 

Advisory 

Committees 

Working 

Groups 

Totals 

Parents 

1,200 

45 

140 

1,385 

Teachers,  principals,  superintendents, 
other  school  district  personnel,  post- 
secondary educators 

3,800 

670 

4,700 

9,170 

Employers/businesses 

560 

80 

5 

645 

Public-at-large  includes  students, 
trustees,  representatives  of 
associations  and  agencies 

1,200 

620 

330 

2,150 

School  council  members  (may  be 
included  in  other  categories  but  not 
identified  as  such| 

Others  (category  not  known) 

550 

2,300 

llililllUilll 

550 

2,300 

Totalc 

Totals 

9,610 

1,415 

5,175 

1 6, 200 

Source:  Alberta  Education 
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Provide  parents  with  greater  opportunity  to  select  schools  and  programs  of 
their  choice  and  enable  greater  parent/community  involvement  in  education. 


Role  of  Business  and  the  Community  in  Education 


There  are  many  ways  in  which  employers  and 
the  community  can  have  a meaningful  role  in 
the  education  of  students.  Collaborative  efforts 
with  employers  and  community  members 
throughout  students'  schooling  help  students 
learn  how  education  will  make  a difference  after 
graduation.  In  particular,  schools  and  school 
boards  are  working  with  employers  to  help 
students  with  the  transition  from  high  school  to 
the  workplace. 

The  1995  Environics  West  Survey  asked 
employers,  "Has  your  business  been  involved 


with  elementary,  junior  and  senior  high 
schools  in  Alberta  in  any  of  the  following 
ways  (see  the  list  in  Display  1 5)?" 
Government  and  non-government  agencies 
were  included  in  the  list  of  employers 
surveyed. 

Employers  also  have  a large  role  in  the 
Registered  Apprenticeship  Program  and  in 
providing  work  experience.  Display  16  lists 
the  number  of  students  and  schools  that 
benefit  from  employer  involvement. 


Summary  for  Goal  Two 

High  Performance  Area 

Improvement  Areas 

♦ Survey  results  show  that  78%  of  parents 
and  85%  of  teachers  are  satisfied  with  the 
opportunities  for  involvement  in  decision 
making  at  schools  in  their  community. 

♦ Satisfaction  with  the  opportunity  to  be 
involved  in  school  board  level  decision 
making  ranges  from  52%  to  57%  for  the 
groups  surveyed. 

(See  Appendix  A for  confidence  intervals 
on  survey  results.) 
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Involvement  Reported  by  Employers  (Businesses, 
• Government  and  Non-Government)  in  Alberta 
Schools 


1995 

Funding  programs 

27% 

Field  trips  to  place  of  business 

21% 

Sponsorships 

21% 

Mentoring/job  shadowing 

20% 

Speakers'  events 

20% 

Career  days 

18% 

Student  scholarships 

15% 

Formal  partnership  agreements 

10% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


The  MLA  Implementation 
Team  on  Business 
Involvement  is 
undertaking  a survey  of 
schools;  the  results  will 
be  available  for  the  next 
report.  Targets  will  be 
based  on  the 
recommendations  of  the 
MLA  Team. 


16. 


Involvement  of  Students  and  Schools  in  the 
Registered  Apprenticeship  Program  (RAP)  and  Work 
Experience 


1993/94 

Registered  Apprenticeship  Program* 

Number  of  Students 

160 

Number  of  Schools 

60 

Work  Experience 

Number  of  Students 

11,500 

Number  of  Schools 

250 

RAP  is  a new  program  established  in  1993/94. 
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Improve  the  coordination  of  services  for  children  with  special 
needs. 


Services  for  Children  with  Special  Needs 

Educators  are  working  with  outside  agencies 
and  professionals  to  improve  the  coordinated 
delivery  of  services  for  children  with  special 
needs.  This  will  result  in  better  access  to  and 
delivery  of  the  services  these  students  need  to 
support  learning. 

psychotherapy,  child  protection,  Handicapped 
Children's  Services,  probation  supervision, 
physical  therapy,  audiology,  occupational 
therapy,  specialized  feeding,  and  provision  of 
medication. 

The  first  measure  for  Goal  Three  reports  the 
percentage  of  Early  Childhood  Services  (ECS) 
programs  and  schools  that  provide  support 
services  to  students  with  special  needs  through 
joint,  collaborative  efforts  with  at  least  one 
human  service  provider  outside  of  the 
education  system  (Display  17).  The  types  of 
services  referred  to  include  personal 
counselling,  psychological  testing,  psychiatry, 

Goal  Three  is  also  assessed  by  the  level  of 
satisfaction  among  parents  of  children  with 
severe  special  needs  regarding  the  services 
provided  to  support  their  children's 
attendance  in  school  or  an  ECS  program 
(Display  1 8).  This  measure  is  useful  in 
determining  the  extent  to  which  government, 
Alberta  Education,  and  school  systems  need 
to  improve  the  coordination  and  delivery  of 
services  necessary  for  effective  learning. 

Summary  for  Goal  Three 

High  Performance  Areas 

Improvement  Area 

♦ Eighty-seven  percent  of  the  ECS  programs 
and  schools  surveyed  provide  one  or  more 
services  in  collaboration  with  outside 
agencies  or  professionals. 

♦ The  accessibility  and  efficiency  of  the 
services  provided  to  children  with  severe 
special  needs  were  rated  as  satisfactory 
by  58%  of  the  parents  surveyed. 

♦ In  general,  the  services  provided  to 
children  with  severe  special  needs  are 
satisfactory  according  to  84%  of  the 
parents  surveyed. 

(See  Appendix  A for  confidence  intervals 
on  survey  results.) 
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17. 


Extent  to  which  Services  for  Children  with  Special 
Needs  are  Coordinated  Between  Schools/ECS 
Operators  and  Outside  Agencies  and  Professionals 


Target  1997: 


48%  Provide  1 to  4 
Types  of  Services 
Jointly 


7%  Provide  Services 
Without  Coordination 


6%  Provide  No 
Services 


39%  Provide  5 or 
More  Types  of 
Services  Jointly 


Maintain  high  levels  of 
coordination. 


Source:  Alberta  Education,  Special  Education  School  Survey  1995 


18. 


Percentage  of  Parents  of  Children  with  Severe 
Special  Needs  Who  Are  Satisfied  with  Services 
Provided  for  Their  Children 


Service  Aspects 

1994-95 

Overall 

84% 

Effectiveness 

78% 

Relevance 

I f |||§§|§||  111  §||§  | 

74% 

Accessibility 

58% 

Efficiency 

58% 

Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Improve  satisfaction  with 
the  accessibility  and 
efficiency  of  children's 
services. 


Source:  Alberta  Education,  Special  Education  Parent  Survey  1 995 

Note:  Parents  of  students  with  mild  and  moderate  disabilities  will  be  added  to  the  survey  in  1996. 
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Improve  teaching. 


Teachers'  Knowledge  and  Skills 

Government  wants  teachers  to  have  the  skills 
and  knowledge  required  to  help  students  learn 
and  to  have  the  authority  to  choose  appropriate 
teaching  strategies.  The  measures  for  Goal  4 
provide  an  indication  of  the  perceptions  of 
teachers  and  principals  regarding  these  two 
results. 

For  the  first  measure,  teachers  were  asked 
how  much  they  agreed  that:  "you  have  the 
skills  and  knowledge  to  meet  students'  needs;" 
"you  have  enough  authority  to  choose 
appropriate  teaching  strategies;"  and  "current 
teaching  assignments  match  your  knowledge, 
skills  and  attitudes."  Principals  also  were  asked 
these  three  questions  about  the  teachers  in 
their  school  (Display  19). 

In  response  to  an  additional  question  for 
principals,  68%  agreed  that  "teachers  who  are 
currently  graduating  from  university  are  well 
prepared  to  meet  students'  needs,"  21% 


disagreed,  and  1 1%  either  did  not  know  or 
did  not  respond  to  the  question. 

Other  perspectives  on  the  quality  of  teaching 
are  reflected  in  the  data  elsewhere  in  the 
report.  For  example,  88%  of  parents 
surveyed  and  94%  of  high  school  students 
are  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  education 
received  in  school  (Displays  3 and  25);  and 
84%  of  high  school  students  agreed  that 
teachers  provide  the  help  and  support  they 
need  to  learn  while  82%  agreed  that 
teachers  use  a variety  of  approaches  to 
meet  their  needs  (Display  27). 

The  second  measure  assesses  how  well 
professional  development  programs  meet  the 
teaching  needs  of  school  staff.  Teachers  and 
principals  were  asked  whether  they  agreed 
that  teachers  who  have  "taken  professional 
development  programs... [can]  better  meet 
students’  needs”  (Display  20). 


Summary  for  Goal  Four 

High  Performance  Area 

♦ Most  (94%  to  96%)  of  the  teachers  and 
principals  who  were  surveyed  believe  that 
teachers  have  the  skills,  knowledge,  and 
classroom  autonomy  to  help  students  learn. 


Improvement  Area 

♦ Survey  results  show  that  68%  of 

principals  agreed  that  teachers  currently 
graduating  from  university  are  well 
prepared  to  meet  students'  needs. 


(See  Appendix  A for  confidence  intervals 
on  survey  results.) 
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19. 


Percentage  of  Teachers  and  Principals  Who  Agree 
That  Teachers  Have  the  Skills  and  Knowledge  and 
Classroom  Autonomy  to  Help  Students  Learn 

Teachers  Principals 


Target  1997: 


1995  1995 


Teachers  have  the  skills  and  knowledge  to 

meet  students'  needs 

96% 

96% 

Teachers'  current  teaching  assignments 

match  their  knowledge,  skills  and  attitudes 

96% 

91% 

Teachers  have  enough  authority  to  choose 

mum 

appropriate  teaching  strategies 

94% 

94% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Maintain  satisfaction  at 
high  levels. 


20. 

Percentage  of  Teachers  and  Principals  Who  Agree 
That  Teachers  Who  Have  Taken  Professional 
Development  Programs  Can  Better  Meet  Students' 
Needs 

1995 

Target  1997: 

Teachers 

Principals 

97% 

99% 

Maintain  high  levels  of 
satisfaction. 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 
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Goal  9... 
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5 Achieve  increased  efficiencies  and  effectiveness  in  the  education 

system  through  restructuring  the  governance  and  delivery  of  education. 


Albertans'  Views  on  Education  Efficiencies 


Satisfaction  with  the  efficiency  of  school  board 
and  school  operations  is  an  important  source  of 
information  on  the  efficiency  of  the  education 
system. 


Display  2 1 shows  the  response  of  parents  to 
the  1995  Environics  West  survey  question, 
"How  satisfied  are  you  that  your  child's 
school  is  well  run?"  The  response  of  parents 
and  the  public  to  the  related  question,  "How 
satisfied  are  you  that  your  local  school 
system  is  well  run?"  is  shown  in  Display  22. 
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Target  1997: 


Percentage  of  Parents  Who  Are  Satisfied  That 
• Their  Child's  School  Is  Well  Run 


1995 

Kindergarten/ECS  Parents 

93% 

Elementary  Parents 

88% 

Junior  High  Parents 

93% 

. • . 

Senior  High  Parents 

84% 

All  Parents 

89% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Maintain  high  levels  of 
parent  satisfaction. 


22. 


Percentage  of  Parents  and  Public  Who  Are 
Satisfied  That  Their  Local  School  System  Is  Well 
Run 


1995 

Parents  70% 

Public  67% 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Attain  higher  levels  of 
satisfaction. 


Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Goal  6... 


7... 
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Achieve  increased  efficiencies  and  effectiveness  in  the  education 
system  through  restructuring  the  governance  and  delivery  of  education. 


Efficiencies  in  Education 


Education  cost  savings  can  be  achieved  without 
affecting  student  programs  by  reducing 
administrative  and  governance  costs. 

The  percentage  of  school  jurisdiction  spending 
on  instruction  (Display  23)  indicates  how 
savings  in  governance,  central  administration 
and  support  services  costs  have  been  applied 
towards  instruction. 

The  percentage  spending  by  school  jurisdictions 
on  instruction  is  calculated  by  dividing  the 
instructional  expenditures  by  the  total 
expenditures  of  school  boards.  Spending  on 
board  governance,  central  administration  and 
support  services  is  calculated  similarly. 


Other  spending  by  school  jurisdictions  for 
student  transportation  and  capital  building  and 
maintenance  is  not  shown  but  also  has  been 
reduced  in  1995/96  and  the  savings  used 
for  instruction. 

Reducing  the  number  of  school  boards  is  one 
way  to  reduce  administration  and 
governance  costs.  This  measure  assesses 
the  impact  of  the  government's  policy  to 
reduce  the  number  of  school  boards  and 
trustees  (Display  24). 
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Percentage  of  School  Jurisdiction  Spending  on  Instruction  and  Central 
# Office  Services 


1993/94 

1994/95' 

1 995/96* 

Improvement 
Target  1997 

instruction  in  Schools 

Board  Governance,  Central 

66.2 

67.9 

69.5 

70.3 



Administration  and  Support  Services 

6.41 

6.3 

5.9 

5.1 

Source:  Alberta  Education 


Note:  1 Based  on  1994/95  Budget  Report  Form  estimates. 

2 Based  on  provisions  of  the  1995/96  funding  framework. 

3 Centrally-based  maintenance  and  transportation  supervisors  are  included  in  central  support 
services  in  1993/94  and  1994/95,  but  not  in  1995/96. 


24. 


Changes  in  the  Number  of  Public  and  Separate  School  Boards  and 
School  Trustee 


1 , 1 84  ■ Number  of  Boards 


1,064 

o Number  of  Trustees 

587 

435 

181 

I 

146 

71 

63* 

n 

■■ 

June '93  February '94  August '94  June '95 


Source:  Alberta  Education,  Regional  Services  Division 

Note:  * There  were  57  school  boards  (plus  3 Francophone  authorities).  However,  on  June  14, 

1 995  the  Court  of  Appeal  granted  an  injunction  staying  the  application  of  5 Orders  in 
Council,  which  regionalized  eleven  Catholic  Separate  Boards.  The  stay  is  in  effect  until 
the  Court  determines  the  constitutional  validity  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  In  addition,  on 
September  1 , 1995  Jasper  School  District  became  a ward  in  Grande  Yellowhead 
Regional  Division. 
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Achieve  increased  efficiencies  and  effectiveness  in  the  education 
system  through  restructuring  the  governance  and  delivery  of  education. 


Students'  Satisfaction  with  Their  Education 

Achieving  increased  effectiveness  in  the 
education  system  is  part  of  Goal  Five.  High 
school  students  were  asked  how  satisfied  they 
were  with  some  aspects  of  their  schooling  that 
contribute  to  an  effective  education. 

quality  of  education  that  you  are  receiving  in 
your  school?"  The  results  are  presented  in 
Display  25.  (See  Appendix  B regarding  1992 
and  1994  surveys.) 

As  an  introduction,  high  school  students  were 
asked,  "Overall,  how  satisfied  are  you  with  the 

Displays  26  and  27  present  the  results  for 
follow-up  questions  students  were  asked 
about  the  quality  of  their  education. 

Summary  for  Goal  Five 

High  Performance  Areas 

Improvement  Areas 

♦ The  new  funding  framework  increases  the 
percentage  of  school  jurisdiction  spending  on 
instruction  from  66.2%  in  1993/94  to 

69.5%  in  1995/96. 

♦ Survey  results  show  73%  of  students 
are  satisfied  with  their  opportunities  for 
involvement  in  decisions  that  affect 
student  life  in  their  school. 

♦ Most  (89%)  parents  surveyed  are  satisfied 
that  their  child's  school  is  well  run. 

♦ Survey  results  show  70%  of  parents  and 
67%  of  the  public  are  satisfied  with  the 
way  their  local  school  system  is  run. 

♦ Most  (94%)  high  school  students  surveyed 
are  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  education 
they  are  receiving  in  school  and  81%  to 

96%  agree  that  school  staff  support  their 
learning  in  various  ways. 

(See  Appendix  A for  confidence  intervals 
on  survey  results.) 
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Percentage  of  High  School  Students  Who  Are 
Satisfied  with  the  Quality  of  Education  They  Are 
Receiving  in  School 


1995 

Target  1997: 

All  students 

94% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 

Maintain  high  level  of 
satisfaction. 

Percentage  of  High  School  Students  Who  Are 
Satisfied  with  Opportunities  for  Involvement  in 
Activities  and  Decisions  Outside  the  Classroom 

1995 

Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Involvement  in  activities  outside  the  classroom 

Involvement  in  decisions  that  affect  student  life  in  your  school 

90% 

73% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 

More  students  need  to 
have  opportunities  to  be 
involved  in  decisions  that 
affect  student  life. 

^7  Percentage  of  High  School  Students  Who  Agree 
• That  School  Staff  Support  Their  Learning 
Endeavours 

1995 

Target  1997: 

Agree  that  expectations  for  behavior  at  school  are  clear 

Agree  they  are  learning  to  take  responsibility  for  their  own  actions 
Agree  they  have  the  opportunity  to  make  choices  about  the  courses 

they  can  take 

Agree  they  are  clear  on  what  they  are  expected  to  learn 

Agree  that  teachers  provide  the  help  and  support  they  need  to  learn 
Agree  that  teachers  use  a variety  of  approaches  to  meet  their 
individual  needs 

Agree  they  are  being  challenged  to  do  their  best 

96% 

93% 

92% 

87% " 

84% 

82% 

81% 

Maintain  high  levels  of 
satisfaction. 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 
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Goal  8... 


page  31 


Ensure  that  all  school  boards  and  schools  are  adequately  and 
equitably  funded. 


Course  and  Program  Opportunities 


In  Alberta,  a high  school  diploma  is  awarded  to 
a student  obtaining  1 00  credits,  subject  to 
certain  requirements  that  relate  to  English, 
mathematics,  social  studies,  science,  physical 
education  and  career  and  life  management. 
These  requirements  result  in  high  schools 
providing  access  to  at  least  52  credits  for 
General  Diploma  students  and  66  credits  for 
Advanced  Diploma  Students.  Students  earn 
their  remaining  credits  from  a variety  of 
complementary  courses.  The  goal  of  ensuring 
all  school  boards  and  schools  are  adequately 
and  equitably  funded  can  be  measured  by 
examining  student  access  to  these 
complementary  high  school  courses. 

Display  28  shows  the  average  number  of 
complementary  high  school  credits  completed 
by  students,  that  is,  over  and  above  the 
required  subject  credits.  The  average  is  shown 
for  schools  of  varying  enrollments  with 
students  in  grades  10,  11,  and  1 2. 


Courses  from  the  Registered  Apprenticeship 
Program  and  the  Integrated  Occupational 
Program  are  excluded  from  the  analysis. 
Although  Career  and  Technology  Studies 
(CTS)  courses  are  not  incorporated  in  the 
current  analysis,  existing  business  education, 
home  economics  and  industrial  education 
courses  are  included. 

Students  can  augment  their  course  choices 
from  other  sources.  For  example,  schools 
can  direct  interested  students  to  enroll  in 
courses  offered  by  the  Alberta  Distance 
Learning  Centre.  Also,  in  some  second 
language  provincial  courses,  students  have 
the  option  of  taking  second  language  challenge 
assessments.  Other  students  may  obtain 
credits  for  music  programs  offered  by 
accredited  agencies  in  their  community. 


Goal  4...  Goal  5... 
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Average  Number  of  Complementary  Course 
Credits  Completed  by  High  School  Students 


Number  of  High  Core  Credits 

School  Students  Offered  by 

Enrolled  in  School  All  Schools1 


Complementary  Credits 
1991/92  1992/93  1993/94 


250  Students  or 
fewer 

66 

113 

1 10 

1 1 1 

251  to  500 

Students 

66 

216 

210 

209 

501  to  1,500 
Students 

66 

345 

339 

344 

Over  1 ,500 

Students 

66 

539 

531 

532 

Source:  Alberta  Education,  Information  Services  Branch 
Note:  'The  Advanced  Diploma  requires  a minimum  of  66  core  credits 

and  the  General  Diploma  requires  a minimum  of  5 2 core  credits. 
A school  can  satisfy  both  requirements  with  66  core  credits. 


Goal  9... 
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Ensure  that  all  school  boards  and  schools  are  adequately  and 
equitably  funded. 


Jurisdiction  Spending  on  Students 


The  goal  of  ensuring  that  all  school  boards  and 
schools  are  adequately  and  equitably  funded 
can  be  measured,  in  part,  by  comparing 
jurisdiction  spending  on  a per  student  basis. 

The  data  in  Display  29  help  to  show  the  extent 
to  which  all  students  have  equitable  educational 
opportunities. 

The  data  are  calculated  by  dividing  each 
jurisdiction's  total  expenditures  by  the  number  of 
enrolled  students  (see  Appendix  B).  Before 
September  1995,  the  funds  available  per 
student  were  determined  by  the  provincial 
School  Foundation  Program  Fund  and  the  wealth 
of  the  local  tax  base.  The  per  student  amount 
that  a school  board  had  to  spend  affected  the 
jurisdiction's  ability  to  provide  instructional 
programs  and  support  services. 


Beginning  in  September  1995,  funding  for  all 
school  boards  is  based  on  the  amount  needed 
to  provide  a basic  education.  This  funding 
includes  an  equal  per-student  amount  from 
the  Alberta  School  Foundation  Fund  (ASFF) 
and  an  allocation  from  the  provincial  General 
Revenue  Fund.  The  ASFF  is  made  up  of 
revenue  raised  by  the  provincial  government 
from  the  total  Alberta  property  tax  base  and 
revenue  from  the  provincial  levy  on  non- 
residential  property.  Payment  from  the 
ASFF  to  separate  school  boards  that  have 
opted-out  of  the  ASFF  takes  into  consideration 
the  revenue  they  raised  on  their  declared  tax 
base  so  that  all  school  boards  receive  the 
same  per-student  amount  from  property 
taxes. 


Summary  for  Goal  Six 

High  Performance  Area 

♦ The  estimated  gap  between  the  highest  and 
lowest  expenditures  per  student  by  school 
jurisdictions  decreased  16%  from  $18,919 
in  1992/93  to  $15,854  in  1994/95. 


Improvement  Areas 

♦ Use  of  technology  and  distance  education 
needs  to  expand  to  meet  better  the  needs 
of  students  throughout  the  province. 
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1992/93  1993/94  1994/95  (E)  1995/96  (E) 


□ Lowest  ^Highest  BAverage 

Source:  Alberta  Education,  Policy  & Planning  Branch 
Note:  Estimates  are  represented  by  (E) 

Expenditures  are  based  on  a school  year,  September  1 to  August  30. 

Enrollments  include  all  students  served  by  public  and  separate  school  boards,  including  those 
who  do  not  qualify  for  provincial  funding  (See  Appendix  B). 

Beginning  September  1995  all  school  jurisdictions  are  allocated  financial  resources  on  an 
equitable  basis  that  recognizes  similarities  and  differences  among  students  and  school 
systems  and  the  associated  costs.  Differences  in  per  student  expenditures  reflect  variances 
in  the  local  cost  of  delivering  programs. 


GOAL  6...  Goal  7... 


Goal  8... 


Goal  9... 
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Manage  Alberta  Education  effectively  and  efficiently  to  achieve 
department  and  government  goals. 


Efficiency  of  Alberta  Education 


The  Three  Year  Business  Plan  for  Education  has 
redefined  the  department's  core  businesses  to 
achieve  the  government's  goals  more 
efficiently.  This  includes  a reduced  role  for  the 
department  in  the  direct  delivery  of  services. 
The  measures  for  Goal  Seven  help  to  show 
ways  that  Alberta  Education  is  becoming  more 
efficient. 

Full  time  equivalents  (FTE)  are  one  way  to 
measure  staffing  levels  (Display  30).  Another 
measure  that  helps  illustrate  the  efficiency  of 
Alberta  Education  is  the  cost  per  student  of 
department  services  (i.e.,  department  budget 


divided  by  total  student  enrollment;  see 
Appendix  B for  enrollment  figures.) 

(Display  3 1 .) 

Services  provided  directly  to  students  in 
1994/95  include  the  Alberta  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning 
Centre.  All  remaining  department  services 
provide  support  to  school  jurisdictions, 
private  schools,  private  ECS  operators  and 
government.  Beginning  in  September  1995 
the  Alberta  School  for  the  Deaf  will  be 
operated  by  the  Edmonton  Public  School 
Board. 


Summary  for  Goal  Seven 

High  Performance  Areas 

Improvement  Area 

♦ Staffing  levels  have  been  reduced  23% 
from  863  full  time  equivalents  in  1992/93 
to  665  in  September  1995. 

♦ Additional  reductions  in  department  staff 
and  increased  efficiencies  are  targeted. 

♦ The  cost  per  student  of  department  services 
has  been  reduced  1 3%  from  $ 1 09  in 

1992/93  to  $95  in  1994/95. 
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30. 


Staffing  Levels  in  Alberta  Education  Since  1992/93 


Source:  Alberta  Education,  Financial  Operations  Branch 
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Cost  Per  Student  of  Department  Services  Since 
1992/93 


$120 


$60 


$0 


$109  Total  Cost  Per  Student  for  All  Services 


$97 

$95 

- ^ ^ ^ 

$85 

$92 

$82 

$81 

$77 

$17 

$15 

$14 

~ “ ' 

$8 

1992/93  1993/94  1994/95  1996/97  (E) 


■ Services  Provided  Directly  to  Students  □ Other  Department  Services 

Source:  Alberta  Education,  Financial  Operations  Branch 

Note:  Student  numbers  are  based  on  the  total  number  of  funded  students  enrolled  in  ECS,  private  schools  and 

school  boards  in  the  September  30  count  (see  Appendix  B).  Department  services  costs  are  based  on 
the  April  1 to  March  3 1 fiscal  year. 
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Ensure  that  the  cost  of  education  is  reasonable  and  under  control. 


Cost  of  Education  in  Alberta 


The  Three  Year  Business  Plan  for  Education 
maintains  and  improves  Alberta's  education 
system  while  meeting  the  spending  targets  of 
the  province.  Goal  Eight  illustrates  how  well 
education  is  meeting  these  spending  targets. 

These  measures  are  presented  to  illustrate  the 
extent  that  education  spending  in  Alberta  is 
reasonable  and  under  control.  Expenditures  per 
student  per  school  day  (Display  32)  show  how 
the  funding  of  education  has  changed  to  meet 
the  government's  spending  target.  This 
measure  divides  all  provincial  funding  for 
education  (i.e.,  on  private  Early  Childhood 
Services  (ECS),  school  boards,  private 
schools,  and  Alberta  Education)  by  the  total 
number  of  students  enrolled  (ECS- 12).  (See 
Appendix  B.) 

The  cost  of  school  construction  per  square 
meter  (Display  33)  indicates  whether  costs, 
such  as  the  building  of  new  schools,  can  be 


reduced  without  sacrificing  quality,  or  the 
program  needs  of  students. 

The  measure  of  average  annual  provincial 
equalized  mill  rates  (Display  34)  illustrates 
changes  in  the  contribution  that  individual 
property  taxpayers  make  towards  the 
revenue  available  for  the  education  system. 
The  average  provincial  mill  rate  is  the 
property  tax  rate  used  by  the  province  to 
calculate  each  municipality's  financial 
contribution  to  the  education  system.  (See 
Appendix  B.) 

Display  35  shows  the  percentage  of  parents 
and  the  public  who  are  satisfied  they  "are 
receiving  value  for  the  money  that  is  spent  in 
[their]  child's  school."  This  satisfaction 
measure  provides  an  indication  about  how 
well  parents  and  the  public  perceive  the 
education  system  to  be  achieving  results 
with  the  available  funding. 
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Total  Expenditure  Per  FTE 
Student  Per  School  Day 
From  1992/93 


33. 


Cost  of  School  Construction 
Per  Square  Metre  from 
1992/93 


$32 

$30 

$28 

$26 


■92/93  93/94  94/95 


(E) 


$27.74 


'95/96 

(E) 


92/9  3 93/94  94/95  Target 

(E)  95/96 

(E) 


Sources:  Alberta  Education,  School  Finance  and  Facilities  Branch 
Note:  Estimates  are  represented  by  (E);  Full-time  Equivalent  (FTE). 

Display  32  includes  the  entire  provincial  education  budget  (funding  for  school  boards,  private  schools, 
private  ECS  operators,  and  Alberta  Education).  Calculations  are  based  on  200  school  days  per  year. 


Average  Annual  Provincial  Equalized  Mill  Rates 
• from  1993  (Alberta  School  Foundation  Fund  - Basic 
Levy) 


1993 

1994 

1995 

Target 

1997 

7.6 

7.5 

7.3 

At  or  Below  7.3 

Sources:  Alberta  Education,  School  Finance  and  Facilities  Branch 


Percentage  of  Parents  and  Public  Who  are 
• Satisfied  They  are  Receiving  Value  for  Money 
That  Is  Spent  in  Their  Local  School 


1995 

Parents 

73% 

Public 

51% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Improvement 
Target  1997: 

Attain  higher  levels  of 
satisfaction. 
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Ensure  that  the  cost  of  education  is  reasonable  and  under  control. 


Interprovincial  Expenditure  Comparisons 


The  first  four  measures  of  Goal  Eight  (Displays 
32-35)  focus  on  Alberta's  performance  over 
time.  Assessing  whether  Alberta's  spending 
on  education  is  reasonable  and  under  control 
also  is  helped  by  comparing  Alberta's 
expenditures  on  education  with  those  of  other 
provinces. 


schools  in  Alberta  compare,  on  average, 
with  the  expenditures  for  schools  in  other 
provinces  (Display  36).  The  measure  of  per 
capita  expenditures  on  education  shows  total 
elementary  and  secondary  education  funding 
divided  by  population  size  (Display  37).  With 
both  measures,  Alberta  is  compared  against 


Two  measures  of  inter-provincial  comparisons 
are  provided.  The  measure  of  per  student 
expenditures  across  Canada  shows  how  the 
expenditures  for  elementary  and  secondary 

the  Canadian  average  over  three  years. 
Alberta's  ranking  among  the  provinces  is 
provided  for  each  year,  indicating  how  many 
provinces  spent  more  or  less  than  Alberta. 
(See  Appendix  B for  supporting  data.) 

Summary  for  Goal  Eight 

High  Performance  Areas 

Improvement  Areas 

♦ The  mill  rate  has  been  reduced  from  7.6 
mills  in  1993  to  7.3  in  1995  and  the  target 
has  been  achieved  for  1 997. 

♦ Survey  results  indicate  73%  of  parents 
and  5 1 % of  the  public  are  satisfied  with 
the  value  for  money  spent  in  the  local 
school. 

♦ Education  spending  has  been  reduced  4 % 
from  $29.97  per  full-time  equivalent 
student  per  day  in  1992/93  to  an 
estimated  $28.89  per  day  in  1994/95. 

(See  Appendix  A for  confidence  intervals 
on  survey  results.) 

♦ Cost  of  school  construction  per  square 
metre  has  been  reduced  1 5%  from  $1,151 
in  1992/93  to  an  estimated  $977  in 

1994/95. 
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Interprovincial  Comparisons  of  Expenditures  Per 
Student  1992/93  to  1994/95 


I Alberta 
□Canada 


Source:  Statistics  Canada 

Note:  Estimates  are  represented  by  (E) 


37. 


Interprovincial  Comparisons  of  Per  Capita 
Expenditures  on  Education  1992/93  to  1994/95 


■Alberta 


□Canada 


Source:  Statistics  Canada 

Note:  Estimates  are  represented  by  (E) 


Goal  7...  GOAL  8 


Goal  9. 
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Ensure  that  the  education  system  is  open  and  accountable. 


Parent  Satisfaction  with  School  Information 


One  indicator  of  an  open  and  accountable 
education  system  is  the  level  of  satisfaction 
parents  have  with  their  access  to  and  the 
quality  of  information  provided  by  the  school. 
"Access  to  information"  refers  to  the  ability  of 
parents  and  the  public  to  obtain  any  information 
that  is  not  confidential.  Parents  want  to  know 
how  well  their  child  is  learning  and  how  well  the 
school  is  teaching  all  children.  Schools  use  a 
variety  of  ways  to  keep  parents  informed. 

These  include  report  cards,  newsletters,  phone 
calls,  and  parent-teacher  interviews. 


For  the  first  measure  (Display  38),  each 
parent  surveyed  was  asked,  "How  satisfied 
are  you  with  the  access  you  have  to 
information  about  overall  student  achievement 
in  the  school"  and  "with  the  information  you 
receive  from  your  child's  school  or  other 
sources  about  overall  student  achievement  in 
the  school?"  The  second  measure  asked 
parents  the  same  two  questions  but  focused 
on  their  child's  educational  achievement 
(Display  39). 

Sources  of  Information  about 
Schools 

Parents  and  the  public  were  asked  about  their 
most  useful  sources  of  information  about 
Alberta's  elementary,  junior  and  senior  high 
schools. 

• For  parents,  the  most  useful  sources 
were  newspapers  (45%),  the  school 
(35%),  school  newsletters  (27%),  and 
television  (16%). 

• For  the  public  the  most  useful  sources 
were  newspapers  (49%),  television 
(25%),  and  the  school  (15%). 


Goal  2...  Goal  3. 
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38. 


Percentage  of  Parents  Who  Are  Satisfied  with 
Overall  Student  Achievement  Information  from 
Their  School 


1995 

Satisfied  with  access  to  information  79% 

Satisfaction  with  the  information  itself  75% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Attain  higher  levels  of 
satisfaction. 


39. 


Percentage  of  Parents  Who  Are  Satisfied  with  the 
Information  from  Their  School  on  Their  Child's 
Educational  Progress  and  Achievement 


1995 

Satisfied  with  access  to  information  90% 

Satisfied  with  the  information  itself  88% 


Target  1997: 

Maintain  high  levels  of 
satisfaction. 


Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 
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Goal  8...  GOAL  9 


Ensure  that  the  education  system  is  open  and  accountable. 


Quality  of  and  Access  to  Education  Information 


An  open  and  accountable  education  system 
provides  Albertans  with  timely  and  meaningful 
information  about  the  cost  of  education  at  the 
school  board  and  school  levels.  Each  level  of 
education  works  to  keep  parents  and  the  public 
informed,  and  needs  to  assess  how  satisfied 
people  are  with  the  information  provided. 

For  these  measures,  each  parent  and  member 
of  the  public  surveyed  was  asked  about  their 
satisfaction  "with  the  access  you  have  to 
information  about  how  money  is  spent...  in 


your  child's  school?... by  your  local  school 
board  on  elementary,  junior  and  senior  high 
schools?"  (Display  40). 

As  well,  the  quality  of  information  was 
assessed  by  asking  how  satisfied  individuals 
are  with  "the  information  you  receive  from 
your  child's  school  or  other  sources  about 
how  money  is  spent... in  your  child's 
school?... by  your  local  school  board  on 
elementary,  junior  and  senior  high  schools?" 
(Display  4 1 ). 


Summary  for  Goal  Nine 

High  Performance  Area 

Improvement  Areas 

♦ Of  the  parents  surveyed,  90%  are  satisfied 

♦ Seventy-nine  percent  of  parents 

with  their  access  to  information  from  their 

surveyed  are  satisfied  with  their  access 

school  about  their  own  children's 

to  school  information  about  overall 

achievement  and  88%  are  satisfied  with  the 

student  achievement  and  75%  are 

quality  of  information. 

satisfied  with  the  quality  of  information. 

♦ Survey  results  indicate  that  about  40%  of 
parents  and  the  public  are  satisfied  with 
information  about  how  money  is  spent  at 
the  school  board  level;  at  the  school  level 
the  percentages  range  in  the  sixties  for 
parents  and  the  forties  for  the  public. 

(See  Appendix  A confidence  intervals  on 
survey  results.) 
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Goal  5... 


Percentage  of  Parents  and  Public  Who  Are 
• Satisfied  with  the  Access  They  Have  to  Information 
About  How  Money  Is  Spent 


1995 

By  the  Local  School 

Parents 

Public 

64% 

49% 

By  the  Local  School  Board 

Parents 

48% 

Public 

44% 

Source: 

Note: 

Environics  West  Survey  1995 

See  Display  35  for  satisfaction  with  the  way  money  is  spent 

in  the  local  school. 

41. 

Percentage  of  Parents  and  Public  Who  Are 

Satisfied  with  Information  Received  About  How 
Money  Is  Spent 

1995 

By  the  Local  School 

Parents 

62% 

Public 

43% 

By  the  Local  School  Board 

Parents 

44% 

Public 

40% 

Source:  Environics  West  Survey  1995 

Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Improve  satisfaction  with 
access  to  information  at 
the  school  and  school 
board  levels. 


Improvement  Target 
1997: 

Improve  satisfaction  with 
the  quality  of  information 
at  the  school  and  school 
board  levels. 


Goal  6... 


Goal  7...  Goal  8,.*  GOAL  9 
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Next  Steps 


The  1995  results  report  reflects  government's  commitment  to  inform  Albertans  about  the 
performance  of  their  education  system  and  to  improve  education  by  using  the  information  to  make 
decisions  that  benefit  Alberta  students.  Work  is  underway  to  revise  the  provincial  Three  Year 
Business  Plan  for  Education  to  address  areas  needing  improvement  and  to  maintain  high  performance 
areas. 

This  results  report  provides  a starting  point  for  the  measures  in  the  plan  that  will  help  to  show  how 
well  the  education  system  is  performing  over  time.  Trends  will  emerge  as  new  data  are  collected 
each  year. 

By  the  fall  of  1 995  each  school  board  will  have  tabled  its  education  plan  and  results  report  with  its 
local  community  and  the  province.  The  availability  of  these  plans  and  reports,  together  with 
provincial  results,  is  an  important  step  toward  accomplishing  the  province's  goal  of  a more  open  and 
accountable  education  system.  Albertans  will  have  the  information  they  need  to  help  them  assess 
how  well  the  education  system  is  performing  as  a whole  and  in  their  community.  This  information 
will  guide  future  efforts  to  improve  education  for  all  students. 

Parents,  community  members,  educators,  business  people  and  all  Albertans  are  encouraged  to  work 
together  to  use  provincial  and  local  results  in  meeting  the  challenge  of  "providing  the  best  possible 
education  for  all  Alberta  students". 


page  46 


Appendices 


Appendix  A:  Notes  on  the  Surveys 


Environics  West  Surveys  1995 

Environics  West  conducted  the  1 995  satisfaction  surveys.  Professional  interviewers  conducted  the 
interviews  through  the  Computer-Assisted  Telephone  Interviewing  (CATI)  system.  Random  samples 
of  respondent  groups  were  interviewed  between  March  8 and  April  7,  1995. 


In  total,  3,600  telephone  surveys  were  conducted  with  seven  groups  of  respondents.  The  groups, 
including  their  sample  size,  completion  rate,  and  the  confidence  intervals  are  presented  in  the 
following  table.  Results  are  considered  accurate  within  the  confidence  interval  1 9 times  out  of  20. 


Respondent  Group 

Sample 

Completion 

Rate 

Confidence 

Interval 

Parents 

802 

54% 

±3.5% 

High  School  Students 

800 

76% 

±3.5% 

Public 

801 

42% 

±3.5% 

Teachers 

301 

79% 

±5.8% 

Principals 

103 

91% 

±9.8% 

Post-Secondary  Instructors 

400 

69% 

±5.0% 

Business/Employers 

404 

49% 

±5.0% 

Criterion  Research  Surveys  1994 

Criterion  Research  conducted  telephone  surveys  with  representative  samples  of  high  school 
graduates  and  parents  of  graduates  during  August  and  September  1994.  The  results  presented  in 
the  following  table  are  considered  accurate  1 9 times  out  of  20. 


Respondent  Group 

Sample 

_ ... 

Completion 

Rate 

Confidence  1 
Interval 

High  School  Graduates 

1,102 

80% 

±3.0% 

Parents  of  Graduates 

1,067 

80% 

±3 .0% 
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Alberta  Education  Surveys  1992 


Alberta  Education  surveyed  a third  of  high  school  graduates  and  their  parents  by  enclosing 
questionnaires  in  the  September  1992  mailout  of  high  school  diplomas.  In  total,  1 ,263  graduates 
(19%  response  rate)  and  1,188  parents  (18%  response  rate)  completed  the  surveys.  Because  high- 
achieving  students  were  over-represented  among  the  respondents,  confidence  intervals  could  not  be 
established. 


Special  Education  Parent  and  School  Surveys  1995 

Alberta  Education  Special  Education  Branch  staff  administered  mail  surveys  to  random  selections  of 
parents  of  ECS  to  Grade  12  children  with  severe  special  needs  and  ECS  operators/school 
principals  in  April  1995.  Results  are  considered  accurate  within  the  confidence  interval  19  times  out 
of  20. 


Respondent  Group  ! 

Sample 

Response 

Confidence 

Rate 

Interval 

Parents  of  ECS  to 

grade  1 2 children  with 
severe  special  needs 

206 

34% 

±7.1% 

ECS  operators/school 
principals 

120 

40% 

±9.8% 
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Appendix  B:  Notes  on  Selected  Measures 


Page  4:  Learning  Standards 

♦ In  1992  and  1994,  parents  of  high  school  graduates  were  surveyed  about  the  quality  of 
education  their  son  or  daughter  received  in  high  school.  The  percentages  who  were  satisfied 
were  as  follows: 


Parents  of  High  School  Graduates 


1992  1994 

83%  79% 


Page  8:  Preparation  for  the  Workplace  or  Post-Secondary  Education 

♦ In  1 992  and  1 994,  high  school  graduates  and  their  parents  were  surveyed  about  the  preparation 
of  graduates  for  the  workplace  or  post-secondary  education.  The  percentage  agreement  with 
each  question  was  as  follows: 


Prepared  for  the  Workplace 

1992 

1994 

High  School  Graduates 

62% 

83% 

Parents  of  the  High  School  Graduates 

Prepared  for  Post-Secondarv  Education 

61% 

70% 

High  School  Graduates 

70% 

85% 

Parents  of  the  High  School  Graduates 

70% 

77% 

Page  1 2:  Diploma  Examination  Results 

♦ The  number  of  students  in  grade  1 1 the  previous  year  was  used  to  estimate  the  number  of 
students  who  should  be  in  grade  1 2 each  year  because  the  grade  1 2 enrollment  includes  a large 
number  of  adult  and  returning  students. 
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Page  14:  Literacy  Rates  and  Interprovincial  Comparisons 

♦ There  are  five  levels  of  achievement  on  each  test,  Level  1 being  the  lowest.  Age  1 3 students 
are  expected  to  meet  the  standard  of  Level  2 or  higher  on  the  test;  age  1 6 students  are  expected 
to  meet  Level  3 or  higher  on  the  same  test.  For  example  the  Level  2 Reading  Assessment 
Criteria  are  as  follows: 

The  student  reader  interprets,  evaluates,  explores  surface  and/or  directly 
implied  meanings  from  straightforward  texts  and  some  meaning  from  more 
complex  texts  by: 

• responding  to  concrete  details,  strongly  implied  ideas,  or  key  points; 

• making  supported  judgments  about  purpose,  content  or  relationships; 

• exploring  in  the  context  of  personal  experience  and  understanding. 


Page  30:  Students'  Satisfaction  with  Their  Education 

♦ In  1 992  and  1 994  surveys,  high  school  graduates  were  asked  overall  how  satisfied  they  were 
with  the  quality  of  education  they  received  in  high  school.  The  percentages  who  were  satisfied 
were  as  follows: 

1 992  1994 

High  School  Graduates  86%  94% 


Page  34:  Jurisdiction  Spending  on  Students 

Display  29:  Differences  in  Per  Student  Expenditures  by  School  Jurisdictions. 

♦ The  provincial  average  is  derived  by  dividing  the  total  expenditures  of  all  jurisdictions  by  the  total 
number  of  enrolled  students  in  public  and  separate  school  boards,  including  those  who  do  not 
qualify  for  provincial  funding  (e.g.,  students  older  than  18,  foreign  students  or  Treaty  Indians). 
The  same  is  done  with  each  jurisdiction's  expenditures  and  enrollment.  With  each  year,  children 
in  ECS  are  counted  as  0.5  full-time  equivalents. 


1992/93  1993/94 

Number  of  public  and  separate  students 

enrolled  (funded  and  non-funded)  491,394  500,968 


1994/95 

497,214 
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Appendix  B:  Notes  on  Selected  Measures 


Page  36:  Efficiency  of  Alberta  Education 

Display  3 1 : Cost  Per  Student  of  Department  Services  Since  1 992/93. 

♦ The  measure  is  derived  by  dividing  the  budget  of  Alberta  Education  by  the  total  number  of  funded 
students  enrolled  in  ECS,  private  schools,  and  school  boards.  It  is  important  to  note  that  some 
students  educated  in  Alberta  are  not  funded  by  the  province.  Excluded  students  are  older  than 

1 8,  foreign  students  or  Treaty  Indians.  Children  enrolled  in  ECS  are  counted  as  full-time 
equivalents. 

1992/93  1993/94  1994/95  1996/97IE1 

Number  of  funded  students  enrolled  519,484  526,966  526,028  536,734 

Page  38:  Cost  of  Education  in  Alberta 

Display  32:  Total  Expenditure  Per  FTE  Student  Per  School  Day  From  1992/93. 

♦ The  measure  is  derived  by  dividing  the  total  provincial  expenditure  on  ECS-1  2 education  and  the 
Department  of  Education  by  the  number  of  funded  students  enrolled  in  ECS,  private  schools,  and 
school  boards.  This  annual  figure  is  divided  by  200  school  days  to  estimate  the  cost  per  school 
day.  It  is  important  to  note  that  some  students  educated  in  Alberta  are  not  funded  by  the 
province.  Excluded  students  are  older  than  1 8,  foreign  students  and  Treaty  Indians. 

In  1992/93  and  1993/94,  children  in  ECS  are  counted  at  0.5  full-time  equivalents.  In 
1994/95  and  1995/96,  ECS  enrollments  are  counted  at  0.25  full-time  equivalents,  reflecting 
changes  in  funded  hours. 

1992/93  1993/94  1994/95  1995796(E) 

Number  of  students  enrolled  499,251  506,667  496,493  507,199 

Display  34:  Average  Annual  Provincial  Equalized  Mill  Rates  from  1 993. 

♦ The  "invoice"  for  each  municipality  is  calculated  by  multiplying  the  provincial  property  tax  (mill) 
rate  by  that  municipality's  equalized  assessment  base: 

Invoice  = Provincial  Mill  Rate  x Municipality's  Assessment  Base 

♦ The  equalized  assessment  base  is  determined  by  a provincial  Assessment  Equalization  Board 
that  adjusts  the  value  of  the  properties  in  a municipality  to  current  market  conditions. 
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Page  40:  Interprovincial  Expenditure  Comparisons. 

Display  36:  Interprovincial  Comparisons  of  Expenditures  Per  Student,  1992/93  to  1994/95 

♦ The  measure  is  derived  by  dividing  each  province's  total  expenditures  on  ECS,  elementary  and 
secondary  education  by  the  number  of  enrolled  students  (public,  private,  federal  and  foreign). 


Expenditures  include  those  for  public  and  private  schools.  Public  includes  (i)  federal  schools  and 
schools  for  the  blind  and  deaf;  (ii)  provincial  and  federal  departments'  spending  on  elementary 
and  secondary  education;  (iii)  academic  education  in  federal  penitentiaries  and  provincial  youth 
correctional  centres;  and  (iv)  departmental  administration. 

Source:  Education  Quarterly  Review,  Winter  1994,  Vol.  1,  No.  4,  Statistics  Canada  #81-003. 


1992/93  1993/94  1994/95 


Canada 

6,518 

6,654 

6,459 

Alberta 

5,861 

5,887 

5,490 

British  Columbia 

6,284 

6,026 

6,052 

Manitoba 

6,344 

6,488 

6,462 

New  Brunswick 

5,784 

5,853 

5,867 

Newfoundland 

5,306 

5,538 

5,703 

Nova  Scotia 

5,241 

5,465 

5,327 

Ontario 

6,886 

7,178 

6,712 

Quebec 

6,745 

6,886 

6,972 

Prince  Edward  Island 

5,226 

5,424 

5,141 

Saskatchewan 

5,474 

5,396 

5,636 
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Appendix  B:  Notes  on  Selected  Measures 

Page  40:  Interprovincial  Expenditure  Comparisons 

Display  37:  Interprovincial  Comparisons  of  Per  Capita  Expenditures  on  Education,  1992/93  to 
1994/95. 

♦ The  measure  is  derived  by  dividing  the  education  expenditures  for  each  school  year  with  the 
prior  July  1 population  counts  (e.g.,  1994/95  expenditures  with  July  1994  population). 


Expenditures  include  those  for  public  and  private  schools.  Public  includes  (i)  federal  schools  and 
schools  for  the  blind  and  deaf;  (ii)  provincial  and  federal  departments'  spending  on  elementary 
and  secondary  education;  (iii)  academic  education  in  federal  penitentiaries  and  provincial  youth 
correctional  centres;  and  (iv)  departmental  administration. 


Source:  Education  Quarterly  Review,  Winter  1994,  Vol.  1,  No.  4,  Statistics  Canada  #81-003; 
Quarterly  Demographics  Statistics,  Statistics  Canada  #91-002,  July-September  1994. 


1992/93 

1993/94 

1994/95 

Canada 

1,209 

1,234 

1,202 

Alberta 

1,177 

1,196 

1,134 

British  Columbia 

1,092 

1,085 

1,103 

Manitoba 

1,257 

1,274 

1,262 

New  Brunswick 

1,083 

1,088 

1,072 

Newfoundland 

1,110 

1,124 

1,139 

Nova  Scotia 

962 

997 

967 

Ontario 

1,352 

1,408 

1,333 

Quebec 

1,086 

1,095 

1,095 

Prince  Edward  Island 

977 

997 

931 

Saskatchewan 

1,153 

1,121 

1,152 

A55 


National  Library  of  Canada 


3 3286  51150  1351 


